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15 these essays M. Boutmy has examined the or
ganic laws of France, England and the United States,
with @ view to exhiliting their fundamental dffer
ences, and to ihe ascertainment of the canses of theke
imadieal distinctions, HReginning with the nuwriyen
‘Constitutien of England, he endeavors to show how
ithe freedom from swiden and violent revolutionary
changes which that country has enjoved so long 1=
tue to the cinsticlty and nlso to the vagneness of the
eonstitnflon. The Istter being embodied, net only in
& few greal comtmots lke Magna Charts and the nin
of Rights, but n & long succession of Acts of Parlin-
ment and eommon law rliugs and precedents, it is
at once easy to introduce changes into it and difficnlt
40 get ot It for purposes of hostile eritiolsm. A
written eonstitutien by its very form invites serutiny.
LAn unwritten one, much of which is momover buried
An The mass of the statwies, evades examination.  The
{Boglieh, M. Boutmy holds, have wisely preferred
Ale Indsterminate constitutional form, since it has
served them well in thie past and down to the present
"ime. What, however, Le seems not to pefeeive
_clearly 1s that the written Constitntion of the United
‘States has undergone scarcely more vielssitudes thun
the wnwritten law of Englnud, whereas the written
Constitutions of France have been set up by the score
‘since the Revolution, only o be overthrown &8
‘quickly.

These fncts argue the operation of ngeneles whose
genesis cannot hopefully be sought altogether In the
character of the different constitutions concerned.
M. Boutmy comes very near a right solution of the
probi®h when he remarks that one serfous diffienlty
in France has been the complete divorce from the past
which ihe RHevolption effected.  With that movement
tradition was extingulshed. Thanceforwand the Na-
tion had mo dependence bub upon the ereatlons of the
day. If a new constitution proved defective, if it was
assalled flercely before {4 eould be got into working
arder, 1t fel), and fell wholly, leaving in its place noth-
fng but snarchy. In England, on the contrary. there
hes been no severance with the past.  Tradition con-
stitntes a great and vital part of the English Consti-
tution, whichi is s0 Imbedded in law and custom that
it hus become second nature fo the people in many i
not most respeets.  But any comparison between the
constitutions of the three countries concerned must
sliow that besides custom and education df flerenees of
race character count for much. 1t 15 for example,
hardly thinkahle that the French should have sneceeded
fn living under a constitwtion e that of Enginnd,
As M. Boutmy ohserves, thelr genius Is {for system.
They cannol rest content with vagie or {ndeterminnte
Jegislation. Their constitutions must be selentifically
adjustod and completed, providing for everything, leav-
fng nelther rigihts nor obligations 1o Inference : snpply
fng a complete governmental machinery, exnctly bal
‘mniced in every part.

The English Constitution would be {ntolerable to a
peopla 5o constitnted, Thelr first Impulse wonld be (o
adapt 1t to their own fdeas and in doing so they wonld
pecessarlly change Its chameter, and deprive it of all
the safeguaris which make it what 1t 1s.  What the
French would do with a constitution modellesd npon
that of the United States is sufliciently indieated in the
treatment they have bhestowed upon the numerons Con
stitutions drawn, aceepted and then desiroved sines

=an,  But here seain comes in the race facthr. The

Unlied Btales Constitaton andoubtedly has de'ecis, and
more than onoe or twice some of these defects have
caused grave cmbarrassments and complieations, Al
most any natlon less dlsciplined and ronted In reverenoe
for law than the Amerivan prople would have beon
drawn into calamitous and perhaps fatal conflicis by
such events. The American people have not heen o
1, mainly because they inherited a patlence. a po-
Utleal flexitility, and an abiding confllsnce In thelr
abillty to solve all governmental problems hy means of
the machinery they themselves hisd devieed. Mo
over, It must be realized that the lmportaice of the
raco factor pecessarily Inereases with the spread of
democracy.  England and  the TUnled  States, and
France also during the last centary, are demoeratie
States.  In neither of them is the oxlsting politleal
condition the resalt of moliarchical or ahsoluti=t prin
clples or Meas,  Each is what it is mainly by virtue of
the temper, tendencics aund labitz of the respective
peoples. In all three, therefore, macial churasteristics
enter largely into the question of eomstitntions.

M. Doutmy fully recognizes the ineldencas of the
demoeratie spirit In specnlating upon the future of
England and the United States. He anticipates great
changes {1 both conntries, and porhiips more especially
in England. Amerieans will searcely agree with him
tlst France atialued, a cenfury ago, the posttion as
regants demoeracy which the United States has slnee
been slwly working up to, The growth of centralizi-
tion In this country may strike sn Intelligent forelgner
a6 hoving greaser significance then it renlly passesses.
wNor 1s there any real analogy between the systems by
which democracy s applled in the two countries,  The
fact that slnce the Revolutton the National spirlt bas
been dominsnt in France, has facllitated there o cen-

« gralization so complele that administeation ns nndes
the Emplre presonts few differences from sdministration
ax under the Republie.  Bot in the United Stutes the
very nature of the unlon between ihe States rondered
the growih of sich a sentiment impossitle from the
beginning, and such & change in popular thonght =&
conld alene render possitile the agdoption of the French
gyetem 1s not within the hounds of sober disenssion,
u Goumer or lnter,” however, ohserves M. Doutmy in hs
prophetie mood, “all nations will go thiough the con
ditlons out of wiich, in 1780, the Froneh polltical sye-
fem nrase. v the slow action of these canses we soe
thut In England, ns woll as it Ameren, demorrath
equality and national homokeneity are growing side by
glde, aud are bringing phont the dar, which ls still
afient, but Inevitable, when thess {wo countries will
posspss & simpls politienl constitation fonnded on Iaw,
that Is, on tho express will of the numerical majority,
Law will then be foundad on logic alone, and logle,
Joft mistress of the fleld by the gradunl retreat of
*¢raditon and enstom, will express 11s will and find*tis
Eatlsfuction in systematic Wleus, Logle will In comae
quence be forced to rely on its oWl resonreas o,
and from these. combined with a mors complete and
mminmte knowiedee than now exisis of the ohjects aimed
ol by a constitution, will hove 1o provide those cliecks
on sufden change whish policy now dmws from (ns
{om, tradiilon and other srntiments which do not
ortrinate In the ratlonnl port of haomosn netate, but are
derived from past history.”

We prefer M. Boutmy as an analyel.  His stndies of
{he three constltutions are acute and sometimes pro-
found. Mis point of view Is all the more Intercsting
from the fact that It Is thoroughly French, The con-

clusions whiclh he reaches are not alwavs justified hy
past experience, at lenst not to the AngloEaxon mind,
but his interpratutions of actnal events and doruments
have the recommendation of fresliness wid steonge Ine
telligence. It Is of course pos<ible, ns M. Boutmy
thinks, that the distinetlons between the three coun
tries * may, after all, tend o disappenr through par
tinl and gradual as<imiltion”: but It is not probubie
that the courss of elther Englind or the Unlied Stotes
tend to an installation of Fronch politicnl expert-

]

will
ments,  Race aud tradition aee still mighty (nfhiences,
aud the first of these alone won'd probubly determine

the question.
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:;:I:r.r\." Fiie :rl.I-— Fsit‘:mnki‘l;, :E-;Ilngurrl; lo(;u\'l"?l !.III!:':r:vﬂl:
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ﬂ“{lﬂ: It;r‘ s m, 2:00, 3:30 (Dicing Car), 500 p. m
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pur:, Midiieown, lort Jorvie, Muitie Lo Wik
La. Hoavsdale, Scranton, Biughamton,

g, Wwatains  delen, Hath, L
Rocheater, Horusllsville, Buffalo, Nlagars
Chautaugua Laxe, Cleveland. Clnel nad,
Bt Louis, Chiengo and &1l points Wess, = Bolld tralos be-
tween Ne ork and i hicnge, N0 change of rars. Uboled
of routes via Chautauqua Loke or Niigaras Fulls, An e
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6 0 ¥, M. Datly—Solfd traln te Chirago via Nisgars
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